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Next ~.ssue : lpril 19-,g3..:' 
J:ditor, Miscellaneous Section : 

Her be.rt Leckenby, Te lephone Exehsng e s 
C/o.Central Registry, Northam Command, York. 

FROM THE EDITOR 'S OIU.m: 

·The Cirou.l.$t1on of the c .D. 

I hav;e .3u~t been~ ,hroligh rq · mailing 
list end I f~4. our little Hag. penetrRtes into 
alnlos .t . ev'Jey ~lis.b. coµnty. In ad.di tion .s it 
travels t .o Scotland, N9rth and Soyth W~l ea, North
ern Ir e land, Eire , CanP:dB., Auatr a li ~ , New Zealnnd, 
and U. S.A. Not bad for a youngster of jUl:rt -over 
El. y~ar! 

~he count .iee in w~ch we hRve st pr.esent no 
subscribers are: Ownberland, Westmorlmd, Wilts., 
Hunts . , and those seats of learnin g , Oxford r.nd 

! 
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Cambridge, and little Rutland. Does anyone know 
of any likely "new chums 11 in these 11'J?ack.vmrd areas"? 

An Interesting Find 
~ llfli3m~er of the clan, brousin,g in a boQ~eUer 

in a lf!Jrt;hern bye-way not long ago made P. re·ai fin 
28 nu'mlre:rS" o:f the rd.dine Invention Li br 8ry in sple 
did o.6nd'~'tion , e.nd handsomely bound. He p~i:d f.'. goo 
pri~e f ;or, ·them, but not · unrEH:i.sonf',ble. As old timer 
knoW '-Vall, ·these famous Fr v.:nk Rer.de sto:r,ies o.re ns rar~ GI-S ~, ~Orippsifln sinile. - ,. . 

Now 1 t occurs to me· ·tb.et qUi te R number of : col 
lebt'o:rs ·-fwouJ.d t~ll ~n int-er .e·stirt g story of e-onte 
strs~ l!,e of -Iu-ck: lik: e this or ml\yb""e ·of ·e. · Iess tortu
nnt ~ incid ent wher e so.'.lle tr en sur e just slipped 
tr...rough t he ir fi!l{::;1..;rs. If so, pL]: · se send th~m 
P.lon g. In the n ext Annuri.l I :t)ropos€; d1:::scribing so.m 
of rrw- own exp eriences under the titltl "The Joys 
e.nd Sonow .s of 8. Coll ector". I've hnd quite r f~w 
of both. With experiences of others added I am 
sure it will make an interesting feature. 

For the at~ention -of' Northern Reader~ 
Fol lowing the exmnple of our London friends we 

a.re hoping t~ a~~~g~ _in the nef.l.l' future e. meetin g 
of Northern Collectors. F<:>.:r ori -gin~ting th e ideE1. 
we be.ve to th&rik Mr.Reg.A.Hudson~ 5 Throstle Row, 
Middl e1on, Leeds, 10, Pnd he he,,s very kindly of
fered to plfW host to~~ who ·could Rttend. It 
would hav e to be a. SE'.turdey, possibly in April or , 
Mey. There are sufffcient members in ensy distnnc · 
of his I:[ome to: IDAlte a sucoessfq.l littl.e , gathe-ring . 
would those who think they- could mf#lP.ge 'it plee .se ' 
get in tS}-u.oh _with either Mr.Hu<J;so~, or eyseli? J• 
Thcer.e I s nothing like getting toget:he'r , 

Displey Adverts 
Readers will have noticed that we have recent 

intr9(tuced a new i:dea - di :splay ad:verta .. We' are 
I. . . 

~ 
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oon:fident e.11 will agree Olµ" e~te:rpri .sing duplica
tin g agency has nade a really · e~f ective job of 
thes e. Why n ot try- one. T~rI!iS ar~ on E'J1other :po.ge. 

We are 00ntinuoualy receiving evidenc\3 th at 
adverts .. in th e Q.D. hsv e re al pulling power .. ,. es- 
pe cially th osu offe ring pap ers for sale. On]s"-'th e 
ot h0 r dRy on e fl.dvertis .er told me th at just five 
rainut0s r .f'i;er he hr.d rac eiv ed his cop y he hrul fll'i · 
enqui ry on th e 'ph one f or sone Mr·gnets he hnd nd- · 

I v ertis ed th erein f'ro n n coll ector who hnd nlso just 
got his c opy r-nd ne~nt to bo in first. 

I Oh, th os e Mngnets ! How th ey still nttrnot ! · 
The duoRp.d f o_r t han is rnaz-ing ._ Vvould thnt n hidden 

' hoard could be un~arthed some.where. 
Yours sincerei .... , .,, ./ , · \ 1 

)?-. ~t~ .,{r · ~ t; , l_i.~ 

- ----- ---- --- ------- - --- -- -------1 
nThe Collectors' Digest" Sub~soription Rate~: 

Single copies ls. ld post free. Three eop--i-es ( on 
publice .tion) 3s. 3d post free. Six copies 6s . 6d post 
frt3e. Post .al Ord~rs to be me,de payP.ble to IL Lecken~ \ 
at York, un-oross~d. -,__ ___ ..;__ _______________________ _ 
Adve rtisement Rates: 

Small ldvertisementa ld per word (nP.me and 
addr ess ins~:rted free ~f cho.rge) . 

Advert: ls. 6d each for MEl.gneta 1000-1100; ls. 3d 
for l.100-1200 ; 315 Magnets 1100-1200 for Exoh~e. 
G. Thoin!)'son, .85 Deerpork Rond > Belf l:\st -. . . . 
Advert : Do you collect Ste.m.ps es well As 
I f' so_, send for .rqy Repeo.t A.pprovnla -. Free 
all thos e who WJ:lnt one. Post£i .ge, plef' .se. 
13 _, Nev, Rofl.d, Scole, Diss, Nor:felk . 

Books ? 
Gift for 
H.A.Smith 

WANTED: SChoo1boys Ovm. Libraries Nos . l 1 3:13,2'.3,47 , 
61,77 , 83,87,89,93,l07,113,123 , 129,l31 . 13~,140. Will 
p~ l/6 eP-oh. J. Shepherd, 3 Priory: , Place , Nether 
Ed~e. Shef:fiel d - 7. · 
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. ~he __ ~Bi,l!K h Life Qf .MP.xwell Seo~ 
~~-A. H •. ~oclyear 

Last year the author of . a semi-biographioal 
article in this magazine .wrote with. enthusiasm 
about-Maxwell ·scott's anmzing output and left~ 
wondering how a novelist · who was -also a busy ·doo
tor could have found time for all the stories he 
<>tt"igine:ted. 

Doctors · ~e tr r.ined to endure a hnrd and exact-, 
ing li:fe on A minimum of sleep. They mu.st be re v.dy I 
to tumble out of bed P.t rmy hour of the night and i 
hurry o·ff ;to rui -urgent oaee. Dr. staniforth had the 
were.gu number of telephone cr .lls to mwwer in th e 
sm~ll hours end seldom enjoyed n night's uninter
rupted s lumber .. How then (I.id he find tht: leisur e 
for the many yr,.rna which his wer-f'.ctive brnin con 
oe ived1 . l 

· I he.ve recently mr..de inquiries P.bout him from I 
people who· knew him and none cfln B(l¥ th nt he over 
used r.i: dictF .phone or hnd n .seor~t .Hry to help him. 
EdgP.r W:allr'ce employed both to nid ,him in his vol
uminous pro'duction; ·_nppn:tr-:ntJ.¥ MP.::x.well Scott did 
not. Did h1., a1irike off his stories strr.ight nwcy 1 
on t'. typ~wri t er or did he follow the me·lihod I hnvE:-: I 
e.l.w~ye used cy-s~lf - thr .t ·Of writing , the first 
a.:rnf':ts o:t' -:cy tnle~ in shor-thnn d notehooko , 1.1.suftlly 
in th~ , op~n ntr - P~ d 1:nvr..rir ~bl.3 in penc-il. ?. j 

When I hnd filled four such notebooks I knew 
I vms n~nring the bn9, o;f' ntf 80, 000 word nP.rrr .tive 
rnd th at . PJ;'l.Other· haM-fill~d notebook would -suf
fice, allow1ng 5 000 extra words for curtailment 
when I went throu gh the pencilled manuscript t'o' ' 
ou:t out every l:l.he that didn't seeni goo'd. t-o m~ o·n 
seoond thGughta. Su.ch st-em condens ation ia alw ,ays 
good :for a tale, b1l;t it is very doubt fu l if' Ma.x.w.el 
Scott ever adopted that ps .ine:trudng and l aborious 
method -; he had fa:p too mew. printing-presses to 
:feed. · 

One in:forment °tells me that he kept i;wQ typist I 



,.._....,;... __________ 61 --=-------------. 
going on :the · constant jab · of o.opy.ing his MSS. ~d 
I thlnk that moat like]a'. Yet an.other i.nforman't 
Bl\VB, "Oh, no, 4e did his own typ,1ng - you cou1d 
see him .. hl;\l'd at it as you · _pssat34, his w9ndow." He, 
probab~ di~ 8 lot , <?t typing himself, bee,ic\~8 em
ploying profes~iop.al copyists for bis fWahe~ 
MSS. I CEU'll'.10"!; find that he at mzy-tim~ was oom-,. 

' p-elled to negleot to:ry of his pntients. He wae P.B 
cheerfully ready P.s flny other doctor w.ou1d be to 
Rttend to the siok or to go to ~ooid~t OP.sea in 
th~ wide aron he oovered. 

Stemley Maidment, the contributor of the WJ.BX
well Scott artic1es spoke of the doctor ' s dynamio 
energy as being on)3 eq~alled by the vitality of hir 
pr .ollfio brain. In that district, with so many I 
ironstone workers as his patients, h:e would cert
ainly need to be e. physically fit .man. In later · 
life, howev,er, 1\e ~at h~ve a.lowed dQwn ooneider~bly 
if whet another informat tells me i's ·correct. This 
was th~t he contracted a complaint which ot timea 
brought him to a ~dead stop ~ the st .!'~et "". perheps 
R form 9f arthr~tis. He wou1d then ~lingJ.3 appe~l 
to e. pP,sser.:.by :for heip. "Here, I any, : give me e. 
push, pl ense 11 h.~ would implore. 

The onQUal helpel" would ,go be{i.ind.,·him ond give 
him the nee_~S.Sa'.ey: pu-sh, stnl'ting him off ognin on 
his \·/Rlk. If P-rthri tis were reoll,y the doctor's 
mAlcdy, I knmv from exp~rienoe tho~ 1 t will bring 
yau. sensr.tioilnJ4r to R stM.deti~:1 nt rmy moment, 
eJ.most ns though your lower limbs hnd ~en strµck 
by lightning. 

Until I hrwe hAd. the opportunity o:f interview
ing so~e of his old pP:fients on the subje-0t of their 
beloved dootor _, I shall ~till be much in the df\rk 
nbout MP.xwell Scott's _m.~tnode of 1itera.ry work. I 
f\ID. oonv'i.nced th.et t.Jlf;lY. w.e~e swift ones,. Potasib1e i'n 
th~ first .pleoe ·he wrote his ynrns 1n shorthend -
that waul.d enebJ.~ hi:&1 to keep pnoe with his -galloP
iJig thoughts, though even then there wou1d be the 
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1 troublesome neo~saity of tr r...naor.lbing the short

hBnd hieroglyphics into longhand before they cou1d 
be typed. · 

Were I ttm yeP.re younger I show.d Ml.joy trying 
to write the biogrnphy of such m energetio nrul 
popu.1rr P:U.thor-dootor r.nd I l'Uil oon:fident ·th.et 
intJ.ljlP.te detnils of his r.niiaoted cnreer would be 
we1ooLle to thous,:,.nds of hie count1es .s ndoirers in 
ru.1 pP.rts of the globe. I suggest ths. ,t some Max
well Scott devotee, who has the eaae ·ntia1 exper
ience in book-writing, should approach a publisher 
and procure a promise of publication - then go 
cheerfully ahead with "The Life of Max.well Scotti 1 
Boys' Author 11 Fu1d make e renl.Js human E!lld lovable I 
thing of it. , t-·· - -· 
Display Advertiseme~ts: 

Hali' page - one insertion 88.0d. Three in
sertions 23a.Od. Qunrter Page~ one insertion -
-1,s.6d. Three insertions - l2a.6d. 

Here's en interesting little contribution from 
Ben, brother of Bob, our clever artist • . It made } 
your editor a little wistful for when he was young 
he had to hide his favourites under the counter so 
to speak, and read them protected by the covers of 
"Pilgrim's Progress" or 110.hristy's 014 Organ". Acy 
more happy families? 

A Familv of Col1eotors 
!?Y Benjamin George Whiter 

Strictly speaking the above title is rather a 
misleadi .ng one, as the family this artio:J_e .desc;ribe 
the youngest membor o:f the family, Robert. This he 
has done admirably as I shall write _about later. 
Readers of Henderson's Young Folk's Fair., . !rales of 
yesteryear will , no doubt, recall tµe fact that the 
youngest prince was always the most su.oc·ess:tul. 
This nppertains to the Whiter family a~ -reg~s the 
coll ~cting of old boys papers and we e+de;r ~embers 
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are content to hB.ve 1 t thF ,t way. Robert h~s done 
a remarkably fine job of this mid f\ well stocked 
bookshe1f of Boys <Mn Pspe~a, O~ptnins, flnd Grey
friflrs Holid,w Annu.nls, nll bound, nnd::,. good ool
lection of M~gneta Rnd Gema conveni~nt in~ lPrge 
box testify to this fact. ~ bound edi~on of the · 
first volume of Story Pe.per Colle _ctor, all the is
sued numbers of Collectors I Digest,u and several 
numbers of Collectors' Miscellany complete the 
picture. And so we other members of the family can 
browse through the papers we loved at our leisure. 

William Henry, father of us thrt::e boys, com
menced the good work in hi.a youth by buying the 
first numbers of the Marvel, Pluck, Boys' Friend, 
Boys' ReB.1m, Big Budget, Union Jack, Chips, Comic I 
Outs and the Oaptein . Thus, when I; Benjnmin George, 

' was old enough to r~nd some of the Ebove I wns not J 

de barred. But by this time the only pnper regular
ly taken in wns tho Union Jeck r-.nd nri.turR~ I r~nd1 
these in Iey" tm-n. The first Mngnet I bought was th~ 
one entitled "Th~ Schoolboy Speculr-.tor" fecturing l 
Fish0r T. Fish. Thence crune II\Y" introduction to the 
Gem, Femzy- Populr.r and tho Boys' Friend, not . :for-:
getting the :first run of the Greyfri~xs Hernld. My 
first Boys Friend Li brery Wf.',B the one oontnining 
thd Frr..nk Riohnrds story of Greyfrinrs - 11.Aft~r 
Lights Out". Anoth~r weekly old boys pnper thf' .t I 
ustJd to enjoy wns the Nelson Le~ Librr.r,y with tho 
tf.'.lk:s of Cyrus Tingrriv~ of th1:: Green Trirmgle and 
the Oircle of Terror. 

OP.me th~ firat world wnr nnd I was evocur.ted 
8Wf13' to school where the three most circulated paP
ers were the Boys' OWn Paper, the Captain, and the 
Nelson Lee Library. The latter by now, contained 
the enjoyable school stories of St.Franks. Well, 
time mBrched on, and I had two brothers arrive. 
Douglas an.a Robert, who continued the good work of 
reading and by now ·collecting some of our favourite 
old boys papers. I was residing in Margate at this 
time and during 1IJ8' eleven years ~hdre I wns unawnre 1 
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of the close p:roximi ty · C:>f the ~orte.l )l'r~ . Rich
ards. JILfr: -ocoii.sional ·,v.tsits ·home. were · gl~4d:ened · by 
the fact tha"t · I wss 'able to re-new acquaintances 
with the ·weii loved characters of old. ,t the present .moment, including father end 
mother, there are six of us all interestt}d in the 
collecting and _ reading of some of the boys pap~rs 
of y~sterye~. ~o~s this Qonstitute a record? Per
haps we shall be h~nrip.g in the near :future of 
other fam1]¥ ~olleotors. 

In conclusion, I should like to stnttj th~ fP .ct 
that my own collection consists only of Rll the 
issues o:f Story Pn:pt:3r Collector nnd the Ge!llr· :11519 ~ 
entitled "Rh~t or.lied him a Duffer". In this num
ber on the ed.1 tor' a p,=i,ge will be seen R photogrnph 
of Robert some yerrs ago reading the Gem (Ind I nm 
ver:, plefl.sed to be r.ble to atnte the.t I vms tho 
photogr~phe~. 

WANTED to ooi,ipletti Vol.1 of Stoey Pflier Ooll~ctor 
prio~ ~o b_inding 1 No.9. BenjP.min . G. biter) 706, 
Lordship L,me, 'London N.22. 
JP..GNETS WANTE:Q: Urgently, between ·1922 r.nd 1930. 
Good ·pric~s pflj.d. HP.Ve Mr,.gn~ts 1936 to 1940 for ex
chmge. J. Oorbe tt, 49 G]¥n Farm Rond, Quinton, 
Birm1nghem. · 

WA.NTEJ): 4.ldine Publicrttions, Dick Turpins, ClP.ude 
n.ivru.a, etc. E.R.Lflndy, 4 Nuner.ton Road, Dr.genhf'.m, 
Essex. 
WW'TED! WANTED! WUTED! Nelson _ Lge! Gem Series of 
A.rthur - Alen .Castleton · twine. · Good :prices give .n. 
L. VQsper, 13 Kin.let Road) London) S.E. ~8. . : :'., ~ 

.PRIV A.TE COLIBCTOR: Exch~s parcels (Lee, Magnets, 
Gem, S.O.L. eto.) Level Terms. Olean copies ·only, 
12 to 50. Joseph Baguley, Moorings ., Pens:i.lva, -S.E. 
Cornwal1. -

Adverttse in the ,i·colJ.eotors ·, D18eet" 
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Conducted by Robert Blythe 
Alsen Road Holloway 1 London N. 7. 

I think we all agree thEi.t our 
respeoted editors m~de 8 very 
fine job of the t;.nnual and it may 
seem rather captious to point out 
one or two errors . ~s far as we 
Nelson Lee supporters are con
cerned the r11tilestones 11 article on 
page 66 is all that need be ment
ioned. In the .section dealing 
with the N. L. the first line 
shoul.d read: "No .1 published Wed
nesd98', 9th June, 1915, price ld. 
52 pages". No.16 should be entit
l ed 11Twt:.:nty Fa.thoms Dt3ep" and not 
11Thv Crystal Urn 11 and No, 96 had 
:,r-; pa .ge s f-•nd not '32. In nll cases 
wher\:1 the number of pnges a.re 
giv~n it is inclusive of cover. 
Whilst we are still on this sub
ject, her~ are A. ft::w other ff.I.eta 
Pnd figures to mAke this short 
history more oomplet~. No.96 is 
Also the first of the storicls 

I 
_ " 1,,ri tt~n by Nipper 11• No. 75, 1st 

New Series snw the l nst of th~ 
drawing of Arthur Jones ~fter 12 

J y ee,ra. The first 14 numbers of 

I 
the 2nd New Series oontnined det-
ective stories but oommenoing with 
No.15 , st.Frrmks was re-introduced 

·--__,;;_,,:__~~~ 
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PJ3 short stories 7 pP.ges in length. Artist we.a 
Kenneth Brookes. In Noa.29-111 the EJ<j,hool stories 
were nenrlv ~,.a long P.a before, (30 pRgea out o:f 
the 44). ~tin wi.th Nos . 112 to the end o:f the ser
ies we :find the S-t.Frrmks stories occupying on.ls' 
5 pA.geS. 

A. couple of quer ies thi s month come from Mr. 
Smith of Norfolk. First he wPn ts t o im o1' how ID8lV 
St. Franks stories app eared 1n the Holid ay l\nnuaL 
Well , I onzy lmow of two. One in 1932 entitled l 
"Rivals of St.Frmiks " end in 193~ "Hsn d:fprtha Wind i 
fa ll" . Both s.re original. In all prob abi lity a St . i 
Franke story eppeared in Holidfl .y Annuals between , 
the ·se dates, but as I have no co pi e s for those I 
yeers I csnnot tell. Perhaps if one of y ou who hrvet 
them would cf"re to pFss on the inform: ~tion I cou lcl I t hen Fnswer the ques tion more full y . \fhf-'.t were t h e : 
names of the ~rtists whose work Rpper.red in th~ I 
N. L? 4.11 the Old Seri es rnd r-i.bout hEli tli e 1st Nev! 
Series ( sed Pbave) were by Arthur Jon~s . In th e 2nd 
New s~riea there were SP.ville Lumley , Ernest Ibb et ~ 
tson . P.nd Kenneth Brookes. There were one or two I 
othe~s, one illustr~ting the lAtter he1f of the l s~ 
New Series in pa.rtiouls.r) but their wor k was never ; 
signed > and are consequently unlmown, at le a.st t o~ me. There's just spaoeJ I think , for one more que , 
This co mes from Mr.Young of London who s.sks when 
did t.rchie Glenthorn~ , \111]3 Handf orth and · William 
Napoleon Brown arri ve at th e School? Well, . Archie I 
appe ar ed in No. 352 O. S. ·11The Ooming of Archie Glen 
th9r.ne 11 

• Will.¥ in No. 386 O. S. "HE'ndf orth' a MiUlor" , _ 
and W. N.Brown in lfo.513 O.S . "Fooling the School". 

Mor e f a cts next month . 
P. S: 
-- Are there no .more copies of No.l? 

EXC~GES : 10 Volmwi~ (unbound) ?4Y'etery and· idv . ure om. Maftzi.ne. rs oo-piea . ti.lso hunareds . bound ooo , _t iv.w-sw , _e-cb. t~~ wants for ·'Magnete- Dre :· noughi;a, Holi ey Annuals, etc. A.iso other books. 4 -state wan.ta. J.11 letters answered, also sey- odd 00 iea. Azlytb1ng. Henry J.H.Bartlett, Peaa H:111 Shipton Gor e Brid o ' 
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FrBllk Richards the Ind1.;f atigs .ble 
He's finished th~ THIRD Bunter Book!! 

I
. . . - 17th Fa~.1948 . 1 

D~ar Herb ert Leokenby ~ 
· Thank y ou for you:r C.D. with letter enclosed. 

No , I did not oe.tch the l'Iondey night at Eight 
guiz in whioh Bunter was mentioned 1 but he.ve heard 
e. good de al about it since. I was very mu.oh r-imused 
last week to hee.r To.lllll\V ljoidley tr \1king nbout Bun
ter in "Itmn". It Wf>.s r1:1.t.nar curious th nt I hfl.d 

l listened in to To.nuru nlmost to the finish, lnst 
Thursdey , nnd wns then Of:lled r,nny - r·.fterwr.rds 
being told thr .t he hr .d got on to Bunter in the l nat 
fe w minutes. So I turned. on th e "repe at" on Sr.tur
dny Pnd wr.a duly rewRrded. 

We hope to see "Billy Bunter's BP,nknot .e" 1n tht3 
book-shops enr~ this yer:r. But everything, ns us
unl, tu:rns on pf;per, so you never cm tell. However 
I hP.Ve just finished the third volume , which is 
OP-lled "BiJ.l8' Bunter'~ B~rring Out". Billy, n.s ua
UA1, butts into the ti t1e; but it is r, "Bob Oherry" 
story. I hftV'e n. sol"t of hunch thnt the pr .per poai t
i on is gow to get eP,sier l r~ter in the ye~> ri.nd 
ho pe ., fl t 1enst , th,- ,t the third book mny follow the 
aeooncl. without too long rn inte?.V nl . 

I like Erio Fayne's ar.biole in the C.D. He is a 
litt1e tough on Trimble, but not tougher than Baggy 
deserves. 
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Your "Letter Box" is extremelv inte:restil;l.g, I .·· 
reed Mr. Brooks ' -letter · to Mr. B~v1;he with: ve ;ry mµ.ph . 
interest ., and could not help ft:3eling pleas e d by th e ' 
ref t:r enc ea,. to Iey" self• Mr. ~ooka d.s il:O't quite on 
th e me,rk in .thinltl.ng · that I have · writt en onl,y for 
th ~ ;younger gener ation - .still, he is 99 per cent 
ri.gh.t , which is ne nr ~nough . I go.tller f ·r om t.ne 
l e tt er th !l.t Mr Brook s is now writing thriller nov
e ls . I he.v e nevt::r come ,~.oroas th e s ti ) but should 
oert P.inly lik e t .o do so. Miglrt it not be ~- good 
id tlfl to giv e some p:irtioul fl.rs :i.n th e C. D. s o thnt 
the A.dmirera of ·Mr . Brooks mny get · into touch with 
his l Fter writings ? 

ftth kind r e gEl.rda , 
Yours sincerely ~ 

FrFm.k Richf' .rdS 0 

: : 0 • 
• 0 

• 0 •• 

Briokb ~ta from ·cornwsll 

... 16th Jrtn.194 8 • 
Sir, 

Mr.Eric F ~yn e 's nmu.sing l e tt &r will not be 
acc epted nt f rn-c·e-v f',1ue by rtl r .d~r s of th e "Lee" -I th uy hP:Ve h~ Prd J~rio be f'or a, on the s flme topio . 

No t er r s wil l be sh ed s.t the news th at th e 
"Lee II le aves hi m 0-01-d. Mr ~Feyne pr.ef e~s go od solid 
fish-p E.ste sandwiches to stio ky ;Je~ rolls , ~d w1=10 
.shall bl ame him? At this st e.ge nobo cly nee ds telling 
th at a r abid ent husi £ Rt S'Ji'ch , P..s E ; ]i . will ~ pr e
par ed at a moment' a noti ice to d~e·fy f'l:".y thin g and 
everything except t he work of th e cr Ef t amPn th ey 
f'EVour. The two writer s of 'boy a' s t ori es cono trrn ed 
a re both . 11sma ll be .er" outside th~ir mm limit ed 
:fi elds. C.H . wrote t hirty stories and }la s bee~ ra
pe r .tin g them ever sinoe, with .milk- and--water v e.ri a.- . 
tions .• E. S.B. tr =,.ed for r !,3nge an d imagµi. a tion, fail
ing as o:ft en aa not ; but ms WORK IS :Th+CJR::S E SSENT- I 
I A.LJX INTE RESTIN G-TO AN AVERAGE SMAI,T1 B0Y. 'Thes e 

~ t o:r'ie s , i n eP ch m:1.~e 1 we.re 'l!l'r i t ·t en _.~ __ J.ud:s be-
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tween 9 ~d J.5; they are eso~pist fiction with a 
shoo}Q.ng;cy-IllE;)agre bB~is of re~liam, and though I 
porson~]a' read bQth types still _, I thimc 1 t a mis
tPke to ov:er-r nte them. Mr. B:rooks• !E'.ok of inter
est is underst endeble in ri. writer, hie ourrent 
work hfl.turP..lly nbsorbs his prnctio B.1 nttention . 

Yours, eto. 
Joseph Bagaley . 

(Note : We Oflll. her.l." some strnmoh supporters ex
clr .imi,ng "No$ no, Mr .BP.gu.ley~' wh~n they r~nd thief 
but we mu:st .r.llow .r~ P.dt:rs to scy whti.t th ey like 
so lon :;; o:f oourse, .· thP.t the y do not trFnsgrea'a the 
lfl .ws o-:f libel . Ed.) . . 

0 • 
. . • • .. . . 

Eric Feyna Sticks to His G=una. 

Denr }/Ir.Editors 
i.4th F~b.1948. 

The .hypersensitiv e worshipp~rs nt the shrine . of 
Nelson Lee ht :.ve . flown to th ~ defensive ·, but ngainst 
whP.t, e ludes me, nt the moment. 

In my ori g:l:nF.l~ letter I commented upon the · 
statem~nt of :Mr.'l~. S.Brooks that he no lon ger has 
any interest in his St.Franks work . I cons_j.d~r tha.t 
thi s state ment was a snub to the · large number of 
admir er s of his school storiesr end I seid so. I 
still ~hink the same. 

Mr. Allen has O'Onstrued lI\Y" l ett ·e-r into n ru,th
le ss on t ·ioism of Mr. Brooks' stories. ,~rhat I s:e.id 
aotuR:I.ly was the .t I hf.l.d never h od Fny interest in 
th ese ·stories, which is n f nct . I <rf.\mlot ever r em
ember finishing one, though I oco P.sion nl:cy str.rted. 

I be lieve thRt I r..dded· th r.t they were best fo r
got ten. Who cen gPinaey this, if the author ·h1mself 
feels th f.t wny? 

_ _ Mr.Brook ~ ' __ exp lene .tio n on anothe r page may sug- _ 
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arcoat the pill for .Ite~ites I take strong ~xoept
ion, however, t~ ~a r~m~k th p.t _it i~ hardly fair 
of Brio Fayne : ~<? oQm.p~e lutm w1 th PF:rs1¥r iich~a ! 
I di ·d not m~f!t '~Qn, FrEJnk Ri ·oherda -¥1 nzy-J.etter, ndr 
heve I s in tfie O ~D. ever oompP-.red that iil.oomper Hbl e 

1 
writer with Mr.:Brooks. 

I Our old fri~d . Leslie Vosper, reall,Y sums the 
ma.tt _er up well i in . hi~ usua1 straightforward style. 
He s ay s "])oes :~ t ;r~ally matter" ·? 

1 I think it do.esn't! H' the ~eites oen continue 
I to ra1J¥ round St . Frank ' s a:fter th~ pl1,.ncipeJ. hlls I thrown in the sponge - all thQ more power to their 

I 
r e sp c:otive elbows. . . 

Yours sino ere :cy , b -- -- Erio Fryne _. _ __ __ _ 

· WANTED: Magnets prior to 1370. CF-11 of:f~r in ~x-1 
ohringe 1n <km volumes delight:ful:cy- bound ip blu ~ 
cljZ>th (Nos. 99-7 to lfi6;.); Holidcy 4.nnuF.-.ls 1941 , 4 
vols; Chums 1924 ~;- 19-26 l 2) 1940; Bound vol. Boys' 

1 Fri~nd 131 to 156. School y 1>.rns m. ·excellent condi- 1 
tion by MiohAel Pool~, Gunby Hndf'.th, Hy'1.ton Cl~P.V'~r, 
~l:fr 1:;d Judo. 1 Tr lbot BPni~s Reed,·. rind oth~s; - C.npt- I 
a:µi, vpl.19~2 -: Apl.-St3pt., 38 S.O . Libs. 1-9 N.L 1B .• t 
ond 26 odd Gems. Fr nnk Snell, Rr·.thgr.r, 6 Ohin gs
well Stree~, Bid~forqj DttVon .. 

W.A.N'.I.':BD TO BUY; or if required will exchange for 

I 
Union Ja.c;k:e, Plucks, end Marve -la, the following 
Ha1f>~:np¥ Union J acka, Noa.407 ~o 494; ps.rtic.ularly 

.

1 

the Ch;ristm~a (·19 02 ) number, 11 The Wit .ch of the Moor 1 

and a.lso . ~o .. 456 "Dermot the Outlaw" (for these two 
· 1 te.ms I .Will pay 2s. 6d ea.oh) • The Jester, 19 02 to 

19 04. The Big Budget; Pooket Library; St.Nicholas 
Mage~ine > Part One, Vol.XXIX (will :pay ten shilling ) 
Boy-a' Friend hal:fpemzy series; Graphio C-!1:riatmas 
Numbers; Books :for the Bairns; The Sk:et6h; All¥ 
Sloper' s Hal:f Holiday. Ple a se Note: I hf:We nothing 
for sale. Fr r:Ql.k: Pettinge11, High:field Lodge, Wise 
Lene Londcm.,_l{. W. 7, I 
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This :ls an e.xample of the satisfied letters I 
receive ~ -m C$llectors:-

,ro F-ebru.P.ry, 1948. 
Dear Mr .. Martin., -

I a.m. i ·:· <rEr: .. ·y $.,·&.·:;e :ful receipt of the ·seven 
copies of the SoO.L., and the balance of 6s.Od. 

I would like to thank you for these ~ and for 
your kind attent:ton regarding this matter. For 
·some oonsiderable time I have received reports l ! 
from fellow collectors appertaining to your court ! 
esy and fairness, and it was a gre at pleasure to 
discover these fHcts . for .ieyself. Macy the.nlcs in
deed. It is a plensure to do business with you. I 

Yours sino~rely , . 
John Robyns. 

Through extensive newepnper ~dvertising . includ
ing the London "Stn.r", I nm Able to offer lP.rge 
quEmtitiGs of Mr..gnets, Gems, U.J's. ~to. Send me 
your ~,fl.tlts, f.'..nd they sh nll hr-we my prompt nttent
ion. 

W. MARTIN 
92, Hills-ide, s-tonebridge Pm-k , 

London, N.W.10. 
Telephone Wi11eede~ 4474 

~ li!QLLOWING MAGNETS WANTED URGENTLY': ·1161, 1261,-
126'7'-, 1271, 1274, i~5, 1287, 1290, 1296-1364, 1366, 
1369, 1370, J.371, 1373, 1374, 1375, 1377, 1378,1379, 
1381. J. W. Geal, 60 Fleetwood Ro.Ad, Kingston, Surrey. 

Advertise in the O. D. 
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MOJIB PRAISB FOR THE JOOIDAL 
I r~ce:t ved the <J. I). .lnnuai . on Ohr1atmas Eve 

and, as :Me.:xwell Scott would say, when I glanced at 
1 ts c·ontents "A half-ati.f-fled cry of rapturous 
amazement burst :from nw llps. Tw~nty years see.med 
suddenly to be taken off rey- age. I tui"ll.ed the 
pages over, e.bsolutely spellbound a.t the glorious 
feast of re eding and illustr ntions 11

• 

I't iij to but feebly t3xpreas !l\Y' admira~ion when 
. I say the .A.m?;ual. ;is the grenteat oontribution .of 

its kind ln the w~ole history of e.mateur jou:i,ial
ism. 

H~rry Dowler, M~noheeter, 13 • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I consider the O.D. Annual mu.st h.Rve involved 

8 tremendous El.mount of work -End plf\?lll.ing , end you 
are to be oongr ntulated on the fine resu1t. 

W .E .Edwerds, Essex .. 
.. .. . . . . • • . . 

H~nrty congr r,tul 11t1ons . Nie~ work! You hnve 
oer-tAinly put in pl~nty o:f thet to make th~ AzmunJ. 
E'. suocess . 

John Parka, Middlesbrough • . . . . . . . . • • . . 
I was very plet>,sed indeed w1 th the Annual. WhP.t 

n ,monumentnl work indeed! It mu.st hr-we tnken y .au 
and :Maurice Rll .your a~ time P..nd probAb)¥ mueh 
bu.e·1ness time for months PJld months. :&tr sincerest 
and he e.rtie st cbngratulRtions to you both. You 
ought to be· 1n the publishing business. 

a.F.F.Riokard, OanRdn • . . . . • • . . 



Repr .o,~uced, :from . Shef
field ~~lJg:re.ph, Sa~9.¥ 
22nd ·:i;e,b~, ,1946f !he 
leede,r: .~te~ cert~~ 
knew his · Greyfne.rs ._ Copy 
kind:J,y supplied by :-M:1-. H. : by 

Robert Blythe Hewitt, Gewber, Barnsley. 

HONOUR OF THI 
SCHOOL ~ 

THE . honour ot Grt"y fria" 
fkhl)l)I has be,;n im
pugneJ . We ha·.-fl .hero n• 

us a rflpot·t whi~a think s jt 
appropriate to .l{ive the namr. 
oC "Bil1y Bunter '' t" a ·s;rt'1:n
gr()C('r's errand boy v.:bo ak 
cii.cht months' swef"!::: ration in 
a week. 

Tt was his job tc, ma1·k the 
ratirill h'>Oks o! thc1sc who 
purch11srd pota10('~. At tht' 
, ,,me r.i;ne he snipPE'(3 out th<' 
,,;\'."<'•'t! <·r.:;poni:;. 

Tn..t i ., a th ing Hu:t could 
ne v( r have happc-i.\•ri In our 
d -1y~ ;it Grcy tr iars . It would . 
,•t•rtainh· not have be-en done 
by Billy Bunter. No 1~5.~ than 
Harry Wh:i:-tnn . Bob Che ?'!"'\' 
and \Wt' 1.hir.k W (' J'Ctnl'n1ber) 
Hti?Tr·P R;.•11'« ·· Jam S.:h,.th d id 
he adhr>r•• : n a st;;."lc!:11:d c,I 
''"'ld uc:l lwiriw which '-'vcn his 
; • ,. ,if i:.111i, <'t•uld not r :il ll'E' 
h 1:1 !O sink ) 

AH w!11, pr ,;·~d i,· l'••u-n: :~t'.='>· 
~<'\~e~ 01,1 Bt, \ 'S o ( <.ir,·5 ~ •. ,,,·:: 
\\·1.! . n•:-cnt fo,·· mt:-clfb.:-!inn 
of th<: namr:: •)f Bill~ -Bm1•c1· 
into . th i!I crr .tnd t,oy's Svrdid 
stC1ry. In tttc words of ffa 1-rc~ 
Rams<'t -Jam Sin~h th~-:' un
calledforllPl;.c;_ p{ the esteemed 
joke i$ tt'rrifk 

Amongst the mo·st pop-
ular series that appeared 

: in the Nelson Lee ·Library 
' were undoubtedzy those · 
· cohcerning rebellions of 

the .boys against the au
thorities -, or "barring
out", aa thet were known . 

Despite the popula1r-
1 ty o:f this type o.f sto:ry 

. 1 t was ust::d sp~ingly , and 
· during the 19 yea1'13 d:f th 
exists.nee of the N.L. L. 

: there appen~d no more 
. thsn 10 of such stories. 
i Two. of these . were :not ., . 
1 atriotly spee,ld.ng f a • i'bar 
· ring-out" by th~ whole . 
Remav~, as one nnrr ative 
was concerned wit-h Pnothe 
achool, 1=1nd in the other, · 

· only Ft secti~ of the boy 
· t«>ok · p~rt. Ho~ever, more 
o~ tuese lRt er. To AV6id 

: con.fusion I can do no bet 
.· te_r thaii. &dQpt .-t-tie· adviee ~ 
.of the _ Red King , ( or was . i . 

. t.he Qlleen? l to Alioe, ''be , 
: g1.n ~t the beginning t go 
right on to the end and 

. then stop" • 
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I Let us mef~ · ~ " .beginning w.1-t.h the :first rebel-
I li~ series (Nos .14~- -157 Old . Seri .~:e) ·Mr._Xsmiet\t 
I Huri-t~z, M. 4.. {!B,s arriv,d ilt st . Fr~' s .fi?. p'le:ee ot · 

Ne·J:~mi. Lee W.hQ 1~. absent on Secret Service · York. In · 
spite , o:f an s.miable a.ppef}.ranc ; he soon · sh<JWt:J; his · , : 
true colours - that of · a petty , dictator. Things 
beoome so heotio for the hoY.s tha't they are et l~st 
drive -n to revolt. Nipper, (4.lia-s Dick · .Bennett at 
this period) t akes charges t:1nd the y barricade thtlm- J 
se1ve .a .. m the Monas tery Ruins for fl. time , . qut .ar B- i 
oompe.Ued. to _aban~on the position :tor J5. more · seou..re 1 
01i.e·:. ;·Will !:~da I'sl~.nd , -m l nt _er storiEra th "' ·sc ent; 

i of m~ "~ .:~xoi.tµig adventure ~ is. . ..oho.sen • . l{e~ t~y 
hold ou.t suocess:f'ully until, by n trick of' Hunte_r ' s 
they l e F.Ve volunt ~ril3. When they discover the y j 
hr:ve. been trioked, it ·is t .oo lRte to go book , Gnd . 
everybody ~hen ".g.ets it in the neok 11 

• H9we,ver, th ..: 
tyranny is finally stopped by the boy s :f'ormil1 g a 

1

1 seo:ret tribunal w4erein they give Mr. Hunter some 
o:f hie own medicine. 

1 

Meanwhile it app~~s that the Seore~ S~rvioe I 
work upon which Nelson Lee is E:mge.ged, is connected . 
with aunter. After several ~xoi ting episodes th e I 

. ~nraged Hunter is evt3ntµ~lly oaptured (although he 
. nt38:rly 8\l.Cceeds in blowing up the school) by Nelson l 

Lee who prov es th !:lt Htui:t.er is a spy for the Germ.anal> 
and had been e:ngAged i.."1 i>r:l.ntin g aedi tious li ter H- I 
ture ! ! 

T~e n~t ".barring-out" on the list come-a with 
the sdvent o:f ~.HowEo:"d Me.rt:ln (Noa .• 229-i36 O. s.) 
In some re ·EJp~ts the plot .is simi .l/.lr to th ~ Hunter 
series. MR~in h f'.e been appointed 1iendmBster in 
pl.ace of Dr. Sts:f:foJ:(l by the Governors. ~ 

He was n big powerful ..:mHn with . P. :fP.ce reaemb
l:b1g P. pr'.1.e:e-f'ighter •El, with n pr.otu,d:ing chin and 
heSV:Y" eyebrows. J4ke Mr.Hunter h~ -uunediA:t;e~ pro
oe,eds to en'.µven the proceedings by punishing every 
bo<Jor for tr1Vi.n1 otf ence -e. He seaks . Nels .on !Be, 
but Lee re1n;l'rns in diegui -se to fill the post he 
hes ju.at left ~ For Mf.\Ttin 1 s benefit he adop~s a 

I bullying mt=i...nner. (Continued)---------



tll. Correspondence to 
H.ll.13ond, 10 Erw W'en, Rhiwbina, Osrdiff'. 

i--~; !l!he Round h.ble is · omitted this Mon~hj- - ~ 
I 
I fBE GBBAT TIN.KER 'III Sll!ERr 
. by I H. M-. B(IID . 

I During the past few weeks the famous young 
assistant to 11~ ._ .from .,:Be.ker street" hsa been 

I in the news, or .a,· lea~, his name seems to . ·.hf.?Y'a 
i come to the fore su.dq.e~. .In the ~irst instance I 
{ was lucq en~ t ~9 ~ btain t4q~ splendid story 

110Unning ~~ Skill" .(1]..J.No. 53) · in which Tinker 
wa~ ~poeed 1;q hl\ve lll$d~ his first appearflllCe (B 
fnct which. I now ve17 ach do.u.bt) And it struck me 
then thAt the oh.RtJges 'thn1; 'hnd ainoe t~ken plrr,ee in 
thnt oharsoter - ~,r.<?m e cheeky br:t.ght f r..o~d lfl.d, 
Tink er hp.a grown :1.ntt> e. sophiatic nted mr,n of the 
world. No longer de&s_ h6" obey his master' a orders 
at onae, rathe:i, does h(;f -now . ~argue 'filth Blake as to 
the poasi ble blUhd , -..1'1 th t"t · "he latter may be ~ 
Now these ~hanges -~~ a~ "h!f,y weJ+. We. ~t eJq>eo 
them as ~e go~s -~,

1 
for -~ -w~rld is beoom:u+g a 

vast:cy, ~ffera~t pi@ce to _:f4ve in during reoen~ 
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years and the- 'ave~ge reader of tQ-day, ·evien. t;W 
hEi ve under :fourteen , likes to have mu(;lh mo:t-e ad
v~ced 11 terature put before ~· · ~ a.m m,, &µ8gest~ 
itig that some of the o~anges tl.i~t have ·· taken. place 
1ri re .speot o:f the -~r Strjat pair are welol)me } · 
but . we have to allow :for cer:tain ah e.ngg'.B and must 
expe o.t them. But not long after p.erusfng U.J.No.53- ·. 
I h~.~ ~ glence ;t;}lrougp. a·ome of -:the· 1~4~ 11 ~xt• . 
Bls.Ire: LibrP. .ries" and ~o e ived quite r.. sh.ook when [ 
r ~fl.d the , :following in ~ .• B. L. No.159 (;rjl. . ·lferle:a) .,. ' 
11Thu ~SS{3 of the 'Dopt3g il~f1yy weight''' by Lewis · ·Jiao~,.. 
son ·: "lnd the . pu'blio n.re · .:tnde1>te·d to you f'Qr y~ 
E=lnterpr!Lse, Mr .. ibJl'f.Ws ; " .aP.id Blake \ .i_i::um sure that 
my f'l.ss1.stnnt ~ here> fet:1ls t hf',t Wf""CJ F.t ~ r P.te . 
Met:lt Te,d Crrt~r, mo~ w~nerr .1)¥ lmown ns T:I.Jiker. · 
He's ontj of your fr..ns! 1'.lld this in S.B.L. lfo .lfil 
(3rd St:ries) - "mh~ Inoom~ Tr.x Oonspirncy 11 by An
thony PP.rsons: 0 This _ is Sir.John W~t.:;rs> Bl~~ ~ HE::l I 
is hee .d o:f the Ihle.n'd: Revenue De-pa:~me nt . Sir Jo.b...'1., 
this is Sexton Bra.ke. A.nd Tink t>r s or Mr.Oe.rter, e s l 
he seems to pref er . 11 1 

I hs .d be~ome used to the pseudo n.ene 110art er 11 I 
th a t Tinker oft en used in the stories written by 
John Hunter s but n~v er re a lised 'th Bt this WEI.a pro
bnbJ.y the oolllI!lEJnoement of a P+"n to give Blake 's 
sssiste:n.t an fiona-at-to~goodness n.Pme. If this was 
not the onse it 1·$ very- p:rob r,.bl~ th Pt th~ prt:lsent 
Edi tor - of th~ S. :a·. L. hF-.s t t!k~n it upon bimse;Lf to 
instru.o .t his Blake RU.thors thet th ey mus~ gr ndur>J.l,y 
build up e r.e n l ,nfl.o:i~ for illinker, to bring th ~ BlF.:lre 
stor'1:es right ou.~ ,of the ohild:ren ·' a= litera~ 
s~otion f\Tld bring the m ,into · line wtth other modern 
't e;o s-torie -s . A.lid being th P.t ··110-r..r.ter 11 hna been 

u~d on ·so .m?l'Jl ooonsd.ona by Hunt er it prob-P.bJ.i.: 
struok him thP .t i;hia nP.pi~ w.ou1d b:e- ns goo9. r .s ~. 
Now it is on th e oPrds th e,.t the lad we know as Tin
ker reEU]¥ did hsv:-e a name before .B1ek~ took him 
un. der hie wing, but it .has takem ~er f. - orty ye0ars to 
~ge at 1 t and I ve.ry mu.oh doubt if the ~ S'ent I 
Edi-tor · can offer ~ soll .d reason 2fGr -"Oart,:l:r 11 abov~ 
all other names. If, however, ~r 1.a to . -~ 
ohan ge d to Ted o~rter in d:ue course, it is <inJ.:3" 
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fe -ir that followers of the :a1ske s .eries :for ~ 1 
years should be 'told t~e full story .. How it was dis 
covered that Tinker' a name .was res.lly Carter? Wey 
it _ia -neoeasary to offer the change after .so long a 
time? I might Flso point - out thut lewis Jacksont ~ 
author of mP.l\Y of th~ more personal stori~s ~f Sex
ton Ble.ke, su gge sted to us that Tinker - 's name we s 
r e e.l]s Smith, and this not so very long ngo, in f r-i.c 
in S.B.L. ifo.77 (3rd Series) "The Cr.se of the Five 
1iugitives". On thRt oc·cP.sion hd did not o:f:f~r any 
I ~xplE!J1F.1.t ·ion ns to \vey htl hr.d crlle .d Tinker by tbe I nPmti of Smith, rind it Wf".S tf'ken by most renders r .s 

P- sort of whim on the pr-rt o:f the nuthor. Bu.tin 

lth ~ light of reo~nt developments it would be int er
estin g to lmow what wr.s in Mr.J nokson's tlind nt th e 

I time. 
' 

j
1 We have been willini to a.coept mmzy- of Mr.Jaok- : 
.son's innovations, including Sexton Blake's bro.ther 1 

'Nigel, and th.ose .nwsterioua rela .tions of Tinker .'a I 
who made an appearance in r. reoent story ruid inoludl 
ed two youngsters who CP-.11ed Tinker "Uncle Til}ker". 
\le A.re willing to have our young detective talre on 

!other names in the course of his inv~atigntions. 
!But w~ s.re not willing to Accept Ted Cru:-ter theory I 
without some exple.nntion from the Edi to r of the · I 
S.:B.L. Mny \'-Je nsk him to 01-.st some light upon th.ts 
( to u,s) mom~ntous deve1op r-~H:tn·l; in th~ .history of~i;h e 1 
Sexton B1e.lrn story? , If he refuses to do ·so it is 
obvious t he t he hP.s no grounds whntsodver for m ' 
the chflnge b eyo~d trying to off er . someth~g di:f:fer- j 
ent to the no dern reAder. Well, if he -, f'.nd th~y, 
wFtnt something diff ~rent ., I suggest they crente some 
new ohsre .oter to suit their t P..ste. It is d~finite]3r 
wrong 'lio i1?,terfere with the trf.l.di tions ·o:r over f or·ty 
y ee rs espeoiaJ.ly wit4out P.:ny sort of ~xple.n~tion. 
Even if ne hnd .hP.d n s tory telling U!:J thr.t Tinker ' s 
rePJ. neme hnd. be en -rmeRr .t_hed it wO\l,ld not be so bf.',d, 

'

but to just suggest n n~.w nf\tlie P.:nd .mP..lc_e it replnoe 
one thP.t hRs b~en ~or so long nlmost ~s famour P.S I 
Dr . Watson, ·well , that is somethin g we cannot allow 

lwj.th~t an explane.t:i.on.How e.bout it Mr.E aitor? 
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MEE~ WORMUT CONC!UEST 

! LI~n:tno · THE WO}IDERMAN 
.kl_Jao k Cook 

Sin ce E , s. Brooks revealin g le'tter to me which 
was :reproduced i n t he Nove mbe,r issue numero u s Lee
i te a he .iVe w·rit :iien me expressing their amar;t:ment at 
Br ooks duplicating his form~r St.F rarlks talias o 

The' a,:ffa ir do~sn' t s ~op_ h,er e for I •ve made th e 
momen'toue di s cove ry t hPt his det~otiv e nove].s pub
lish e d.. b;?. ColJ.:iµs @ 8/ 15 er~ s. r eh uah of former U .• Jo 
A.n.d De't. WeeltJ.¥ t Hl (:ja of Blc1.kti P.nd \"fe.ldo ! 

At- this ,j:unotu.re I cen hear th e Grey fri rrs men 
cla pp in g th eir h~nd~ - but I 'v e Et lit t l e shock for 
the m too , l ntl;;lr! (I'm PS mu.oh r r.Ir.gn~tit c ns P. 
Lee ite - t his Pr ticl ~ do ~sn 1 t mcmi . to giv~ off~nc~ ~ 
just stn.ting th e, :fnots . h S I SI::~ thfl.mo ·I see nothin g 
wrong in our f av ourit e P.Uthors duplic~t5m g their 
farmer 't-f'.les - I'v e usa<t. th~ ~rune theme fl.nd plot 
and turned . ·out mfllly tAles which hr.ve sold r.1thou gh 
~nch benring n ~peekin g likeness · to the other o A 
trick of ·t echnique.) · 

. -
Thos .~ o:f JQU who hFWE:: r e Ad the Gey Tusp'3r 1".do 

first pu.blish~d in 1944 will r emdmb~r Hero Nor.mnn 
Conquest drop ping :from his bl azing plan~ into th e 
ground of a myst erious old Ml~nsion which is sur
rounded by n :ai .ll Wf",11. Ha is P.ttnoke .d by r. Sf.\Vfl~ 
Als nti .on wbicp. he kills with his bf'.re hunda. On 
pnge l O we find this : 

11Ren.ring up in front of h:u:l} ne.:;;siie nnd forbid
ding end impressivt1, WFI.S th t:t highest WP.11 he .p.f.q. ev r 
seen - - - .Outlint::td ,-,.ga inst the sky Nor!lf'n ooultl 
see nn f'.ssortbent of de 1tdl3 apikel3 ~ Not ordinP ,ry 
spikes but cunningly devised r.tb.oninr.tions with fish 
hook like prongs vic:1:dq.s)¥ oont .o~g upwr-q-d --- 11 

- -
Wht:)re he.ve you re fid t.pis before? I' 11 tell yau. 

in D~t.We~~ ~o .3-30 June 19:59, · page ,8y column 1 -
Rl.J:lost word ~or word. the atQry oontinuea, but a I li tt1e further on we le rwe "Vf e.ldo tht3 Wond er Mf\Il 11 
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and turn to U.J. No.l, 501 11\'laldo's Wey Out" and oJ page 4 , column l, we find this - 11He shot across I the bows of the speeding 'bus, meeting the dement- 1 ed woms.n hal.tWey". Thus he saves a woman from bein g run over - jl?.st aa he does on pAge 88 of th e 
aGay Desperado" lik ~ this - "He ofl.ught the frigb.t~ned girl in his arms as he swept ri.orosa the trnck of the :fire es oe.pe -" · Now we'll se ek out Det. Wt:ekly. No. 34 0, 4ug.1939, And on page 4 , end of 1 column:,, r end - "He point~d s r,nd Tinker's ch~ery I exp r ~ss ion chP.nged. Protruding from behind r. n~ighbourn: g pctoh o:f brock en wer ~ two f ee t, one wi th ~ 1f shoe and one withov.t, r.nd they wer e ourioue4r" s till' 

PRge 129 of Ory ~sper n<lo r eri.da f'.lmost word :eor l wor d. Fro m h~re on th e Desperr.do t r.le :follows th e 
1 

Det .We~kly tnJ. e nlmost t o its end. Chief Inspector 
.
1 

Willi nm. tflk es th t: ploo e of Sexto n BlrJce, ond p!Jcy--li k~ Joy Eve rr..rd ~ poor counterp art of Tinker. 
Summing up then , it seems that parts of three :former tales are writt en u p wit hin t he covers of t he Gay · Desperado. Some will say that this is pla .g-! iariam bu.t this is~ appliceble when an autfto r lifts passoges from anot~er e.uthor' s work. It can't app]¥ whE:3n he re-writes his own work. In n wci.y we ought to be pleas ~d to be able to ref.Id th e old 

ta1es ag Ain - in their new, moderm setting . 
L~t the Ed. lmow your views - your opinion i s v nlu ed. Further revel ntions l nter - this time we acfln th e grPnd sohool t el es of Ohnrlea Ho.milton -with r~th er surprising nnd u:nexp~oted results L 

~PERMANENTS OF-THE SECOND SERIES (PART II) 
'"f by William Oolcombe -

An.other oharaoter to be :featured in. several of Warwick Jardine ·'~ stories was ·m.g Tad Fl~agan , a 
big, bre e ey young man who was alw ay s losing bis heart to a girl~ to see her marry someone else . He made hie first appearance in S. B.L . No.53 0 (2nd series) "The Sesa ide Ori.me". 
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i 

One of the most original chare.ctepa to appear i 
in the 2nd series was Oaptain Dack ~ the huge, . genis .1. 
skipper o:f the 11Ma.ry Ann Trinder 11

• This tvio-fisted j 
son of the sea Wflsn,'t too particular as to the 
c a r go he carried : but usu fllly dre w the line at mur 
der end often ended up by helpin g Sexton Blake to I 
round up r,. gang of crooks whil~ getting ;~. nic e r Elke ·
off for himself ·. Cr.ptr-:.in Dr..ok wP.s not Rn ou:t- '1nd- i 

out orook bµ.t hRd mor~ th ro1. r . touch of the old-tim e 
buocf' :.ne er ab out . him. Hia cr eri.tor wP.s John Hunter 
(Pe ter M~riton ) an d he made his first avp earance ~ 
No.549 "Crooks Cer goa. He was dropped fro m Bla ke 
stories early in the 3rd series, which didn't im
pro ve the qualit y of Hunter's stories to ~ny mnrke 
degr ee . 

La st, but not least qf t~es e semi-permEillents t 
appec.r aE.me from the pen of Anthm.,.y Pnrsons rind 
wer i.:; t wo new Scotl Pnd YP.rd :fri ends of Blruce ~ Sup~r 
in ton dent ClF ,:udiua Vem:).er, of th e immfl.CU.lP..t o nttir , 
P. genius P.t self- ndve.rti~ement, lover o:f bright 
lights nnd beautiful lf\di .e~, but neverth e1~as f1. 
shr ewd Find oep P.ble ~ffioer, rind his com:pmion , :Det . 
s~rgt.Belford ,> the rnthithesis of Venm~r in .mrnmer, 
whost) col1 nr never mt'tche:d his shirt but whose 
Ftgil e brP.in solv t!d the problE::m th nt Venn(jr got thl:l 
oredit for. 

It is interesti,n g to no.te thnt in No.402, 11The 
l'ey'stery o:f the Old Age.· Pdllsioner 11

, Georgt.: HP..milton 
Teed futrodu~d to S.D.L. re nd~rs Bnron Von Kr,witch 
e. ohnrnoter who first El.pper..red in No. 3 of 11:net. ; 
We~~" fnd WA.a fer-:tured in n number of' th e eP.rly l 
stories of that paper. .The unselfish efforts of thel 
unhappy Elsa Von Kravitoh to save h~r crook~d and
rn.thleas :father from his crimin ? l mi.sdeeds made a 
fine aeri e s of storie .s, bu,t if r.rq memory serve .a m.e 
ri ght El.ea did not ap~ar in the stor.t mentioned 
above but the Baron wae teamed up with George Mar~ 
den P·lumm-er. 

Thu.a ends these few bri~f' notes on some of the 
modern characters of the Blrore a~gn. 
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